
    

 
19 April 2022 
 
 
To:  Priests, Deacons, Lay Ecclesial Ministers, Parish Staff and Diocesan Centre Staff 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
I would like to update you on the work of our diocesan Truth and Reconciliation Committee. 
Despite the restrictions of the pandemic, the Committee has been meeting every month. They will 
be implementing a four-year plan for the Diocese. The first two years will focus on education and 
formation. The last two years will focus on creating services of reparation and opportunities for the 
Diocese to give concrete expression to the work of reconciliation.  
 
This work will be difficult and fraught with many challenges. It will take time, a great deal of prayer 
and will necessitate an openness to challenging conversations. We know, however, that to be 
disciples of Jesus we need to be with those on the margins, as difficult as this may be. 
  
As part of its work in the first year, the Committee is hosting monthly sessions to assist all of us in 
coming to a better understanding of issues facing Indigenous peoples and of why the concerns of 
the Indigenous peoples ought to be the concerns of the Church.  
  
The first speaker in the series is Archbishop Murray Chatlain. Archbishop Chatlain is a graduate of 
St. Peter’s Seminary and has spent most of his ordained ministry working in Canada’s far north. 
His presentation will be offered on ZOOM on 5 May 2022, at 1:00 p.m.  A link will be sent out in 
the coming days. I urge everyone to participate in Archbishop Chatlain's presentation.  
  
In the coming months, more information will be posted on our website, so that everyone in our 
diocese can access the materials prepared by our Truth and Reconciliation Committee.   
 
Many of us are hopeful following the gathering of First Nations, Inuit and Metis leaders with Pope 
Francis in Rome. We trust that seeds have been planted which will bring about healing within our 
nation and for those who have suffered unjustly. It is incumbent upon us in our Diocese to join 
Catholics across Canada as we seek to be agents of Christ’s reconciliation and instruments of his 
healing. 
 
I encourage you to reach out to Indigenous peoples in your parishes and communities, to 
accompany those who may be struggling with reconciling their faith and their Indigenous identity, 
and to listen to the voices of our young people who are scandalized by the Church’s tarnished 
legacy.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

   
Most Rev. Ronald P. Fabbro, CSB 
Bishop of London 
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